Homily for 4th Sunday 

Date:

Jan. 28-29, 2012

Readings:
Deut. 18.15-20, Ps. 95, 1 Cor. 7.32-35, Mk. 1.21-28

Place:

St. James, Montague; and St. Lazare, SL

Theme:

Jesus spoke with authority

“Jesus taught not as the scribes, but as one having authority.”   The scribes knew the law from a scholarly perspective; they taught the law.   Jesus knew the law personally; he lived it: “I have come not to abolish the law, but to fulfill it.” (Mt.5.17)  Jesus kept the specifics of the Law, and he did so with the proper spirit of the Law.  Jesus possessed a unique authority.  In his Being and behaviors, he was God Incarnate/God-made-Man.   He integrated goodness in existence and action.  His authority flowed from the integration of truth and love, which manifested itself in wholeness, wholesomeness, holiness.  People could see that he was different.  They observed, “Jesus spoke with authority.”

 Different kinds of authority exist.   

· Political authority is enjoyed by elected officials:  mayors, congress men and women, the President of the USA.  

· Many people enjoy authority by credentials: doctors, dentists, boiler engineers, tax specialists.

· Parents have authority by reason of their responsibilities: to bear, raise and educate their children.

· Deacons, priests and bishops have ecclesiastical authority and responsibility by reason of ordinations to teach what the Church teaches.

· Many senior citizens have moral authority based on having lived many decades and reflected on many experiences, therefore, being able to communicate lessons learned the hard way.

Friends, whatever kind and degree of authority each of us possesses, it is important to express that authority properly.  I know a young couple whose first child was behaving badly at home.  This couple took their toddler to the doctor.  The doctor examined the child, and declared there was nothing wrong with the little girl.  The doctor then asked, “Who is in charge at home?”  The doctor answered and the couple admitted that the two-year old was running the home.  Parents, at home if you do not assert proper authority, chaos will result.  If you exert excessive authority, disharmony will result.  God bless you, and all of us in our respective vocations and careers in finding the proper balance.  Many times, we find the proper balance only after much trial and error.  Personally, I say of myself what the Amish say: “too soon old, too late smart.  May God help us all in our particular areas of authority and leadership.

I want to give two examples of the use of authority: one is the proper use, and the other is an abuse of authority.  The examples come from a political context.  Some will like what I say, and some others will dislike what I say.  At the end of Mass, I will be available in the foyer of the church to listen to your comments.  Meanwhile, I ask for your prayers that I may speak kindly, clearly, truthfully, lovingly, humbly.  It’s not easy for a priest to speak publicly about delicate matters.  I will read much of my homily in order to speak accurately.

Last week, the Obama administration’s Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) decided to require under Obama-care that, except for parishes, all Catholic institutions, hospitals, schools, universities, social service agencies, retreat houses, etc. will have to provide their employees with insurance coverage for contraceptives, sterilizations, and abortifacient drugs.    The decision was made despite the fact that more than 60 Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish religious leaders and organizations had written to the President asking that he not include religious institutions.    

Let me quote responses from some Catholic officials.  Cardinal-elect Timothy Dolan, who is the president of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and archbishop of the Archdiocese of New York, writes: “The Obama Administration has now drawn an unprecedented line in the sand.  ...  To force American citizens to choose between violating their consciences and foregoing healthcare is literally unconscionable.  It is as much an attack on access to health care as on religious freedom.  Historically, this represents a challenge and a compromise of our religious liberty.”    In the same press release from the USCCB, Sr. Jane Marie Klein, chairperson of the board at Franciscan Alliance Inc, a system of 13 Catholic hospitals, charges: “This is nothing less than a direct attack on religion and First Amendment rights.”    And in his homily at the National Prayer Vigil for Life, Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, stated that, “Never before in our US history has the Federal Government forced citizens to directly purchase what violates our beliefs.”

 Our own Bishop Walter Hurley responds: “The HHS ruling mandates religious people and institutions to act in violation of their consciences…  The implications of this mandate raise serious questions about the ability of our Catholic institutions of health care, charities and education to carry out their mission in accord with Catholic teaching and individual conscience.”  This week’s publication of Our Sunday Visitor newspaper ran with the headlines: “Unconscionable Attack on Conscience.”

Friends, the Obama Administration not only has continued its attacks on the right to life, but also now is attacking your rights to freedom of religion and freedom of conscience.  I urge you to pray, study these situations, and act.  Perhaps you might send emails to your two US Senators and congresspersons.   Spread the word loud and clear to your friends of whatever religion: Catholics, Protestants, Jews and others: the Obama administration is attacking freedom of religion.  This issue transcends political party affiliation; this issue deals with First Amendment rights.

The recent action by the current administration is an abuse/misuse of authority.  The response by Cardinal-elect Dolan is a correct use of authority.  Jesus spoke with authority.  We want to follow the authority of the Church which Jesus founded, and our God-given rights to life, liberty, religious freedom and religious conscience.   The Catholic Church and its beliefs and practices are under persecution.  As Catholics, we need to continue to be educated in Catholic teachings.  Stay informed by reading USCCB documents (www.usccb.org).  It is not good enough for us in the pews to listen and to do nothing.  Let’s each of us put into action our particular kind and degree of authority to challenge those who are persecuting the Catholic Church, religious freedom and religious conscience.   These are 1st Amendment issues.  God bless us all to use, as God desires, the authority which God has given us.
